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QUESTION 09
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Assess the role of laws and regulations as a source of ethical guidance.
Why is "moral courage" often necessary to act ethically under pressure?
(10 points;. 150 words)

Thought Process (Pre-Writing Work)

e Parts of the question with expected marks criteria
e Directive Word(s)

e Topic Word(s)

e Limiting Words

e Writing Presentation

e Writing Interpretation

This section will be discussed in the’Answer Discussion Class.

Content for Answer

Laws and regulations'provide a necessary, structured framework for ethical guidance by
establishing minimum standards of acceptable behavior, enforcing social norms, and
ensuring fairness:xHowever, they have significant limitations and cannot serve as the
sole souree of ethical guidance. For a society to function truly ethically, laws must be
complemented by personal integrity, moral reasoning, and conscience.

The mosteffective ethical guidance comes from the interaction between a clear external
legal framework and a developed internal moral compass, which ensures that behaviour
is not only legal but also truly just, fair, and compassionate. A comprehensive ethical
framework also requires individual ethical reflection and is strengthened when legal
compliance is accompanied by a developed personal conscience.
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Moral courage is necessary under pressure for several reasons:

e Overcoming fear: Under pressure, fear of repercussions, such as social
ostracism, professional damage, or retaliation, can override one's moral compass.
Moral courage provides the fortitude to act ethically despite this fear.

e Resisting conformity: Humans are social creatures who feel pressure to conform
to group norms or authority figures. Moral courage allows individualsfto, resist
unethical groupthink and stand by their convictions, even when unpopular.

e Navigating ambiguity: Complex dilemmas often lack clear legal guidanee. Moral
courage enables individuals to engage in critical ethical reasoning and take
decisive action based on principles, not just rules.

e Prioritizing long-term integrity: Under pressure, individualsymay be tempted by
short-term gains or expedience. Moral courage ensures a steadfast commitment
to long-term integrity and values, even at personal cest:

*k%k




MAINS com
PRACTICE

Ladder of Your Selection...

Basic Concepts of Ethics | TEST CODE: BCEO33A

Space for Answer Discussion:




