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QUESTION 12
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(10 3P, 150 VM)

Probity ensures upright conduct in a system, while integrity relates,to the
moral character of individuals within that system. Justify the statement
with example. (10 Marks, 150 Words)

Thought Process (Pre-Writing Work)

Parts of the question with expected marks critéria
Directive Word(s)

Topic Word(s)

Limiting Words

Writing Presentation

Writing Interpretation

This section will be disctuissed in the Answer Discussion Class.

Content for Answer

Probity and integrity, while closely related, have distinct focuses. Probity is an external,
systematic coneept ensuring upright conduct, transparency, and accountability in a
systemantegrity, in contrast, is an internal, individual-level quality referring to an
individual's eonsistent adherence to strong moral and ethical principles.

Probity in a system: Probity ensures that processes and procedures are fair,
honest, and beyond reproach. It is maintained through institutional mechanisms,
regulations, and oversight bodies.

Example- A government's public procurement system mandates an open,
transparent, e-tendering process for all contracts over a certain value. This
systemic rule ensures probity by making the bidding process fair and auditable,
thereby mitigating corruption.
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e Integrity of an individual: Integrity is a personal commitment to ethical behavior
and acting justly, regardless of external rules or oversight. An individual with
integrity is honest and incorruptible by their own moral compass, not just because
a system requires it.

Example- A government official involved in the e-tendering process (designed for
probity) is offered a bribe to manipulate the outcome. The official's personal
integrity compels them to refuse the bribe, even if they could have accepted it
without being caught by the system's checks and balances.

Justification:

The statement holds true because probity focuses on the external“framework, while
integrity is about the internal character. A system can have high probity, but fail if the
individuals within it lack integrity. Conversely, individuals with integrity can improve an
inefficient system lacking robust probity measures. ‘Both are essential for good
governance and public trust.
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Space for Answer Discussion:




