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Discuss the socio-cultural impact of globalisation on Indian society. 
Analyse its influence on traditional values and social institutions. 

 

Question Understanding – Question Information 
 

• Precise Syllabus Mapping: Globalization on Indian Society. 
(GS Paper – I) 

 

• Marks and Words Limit:  
 

▪ The marks-oriented approach to answering (10-mark, 150-word) 
questions in the UPSC GS Paper 1 is to use Bullet Points (one idea per 
bullet point), Brainstorming, or a combination of both. 
 

▪ The way to score good marks in questions worth (15 marks. 250 words) is 
to use the Heading and Subheading method while writing your answers. 

 

• Directive words 
 

▪ Discuss → Explain impacts with multiple dimensions 
▪ Analyse → Examine influence, both positive and negative, with linkage 

 

• Focal points of the questions: 
▪ Socio-cultural impact of globalisation on Indian society 
▪ Influence on traditional values and social institutions (family, caste, 

religion, community, etc.) 

Do’s & Don’ts:  Focus on change, continuity, and transformation, not just 
westernisation. 
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Answer Writing Structure (Outline) 
 

A. Introduction Paragraph 
▪ Define globalisation briefly 
▪ Indicate social and cultural transformation  

 
 

B. Body Paragraph  
 

a.  Socio-Cultural Impact of Globalisation on Indian Society 
  Do’s & Don’ts: Use thematic dimensions, not random examples 
 

• Cultural Exposure and Hybridisation 
▪ Greater exposure to global lifestyles, media and consumption patterns 
▪ Emergence of hybrid cultural forms rather than cultural homogenisation 

 

• Changing Identities and Aspirations 
▪ Rise of individualism and consumerism 
▪ Aspirational middle class and youth culture 
▪ Shift from ascriptive to achievement-based identities 

 

• Expansion of Social Mobility 
▪ New employment opportunities 
▪ Erosion of rigid social hierarchies in urban spaces 

 

• Digital and Media Influence 
▪ Social media reshaping social interaction 
▪ Faster diffusion of norms, ideas and movements 

 

 

b. Influence on Traditional Values and Social Institutions 
• Family Structure 

▪ Transition from joint to nuclear families 
▪ Changing gender roles and inter-generational relations 
▪ Decline of traditional authority patterns 

 

• Caste System 
▪ Reduced rigidity in urban and professional spaces 
▪ Persistence of caste identities in marriage and politics 
▪ Caste adapting rather than disappearing 

 
 

 

http://www.prelimspractice.com/


                                                                                        Answer Blueprint (Dos & Don’ts) 
                                                                                                             

www.mainspractice.com 3 
 

• Religion and Community Life 
▪ Greater religious awareness and revivalism 
▪ Simultaneous secularisation of everyday practices 
▪ Religion as identity marker in a globalised worlds 

 

• Marriage and Social Norms 
▪ Rise of choice-based marriages 
▪ Delayed marriage and changing notions of compatibility 
▪ Tension between tradition and modernity 

 

 

C. Conclusion (Max. 40 words): 
▪ Balance change and continuity 
▪ Emphasise adaptive nature of Indian society 
 

 

 

Dos & Don’ts 
 

• Do for Maximum Marks 
 

✓ Can use Brainstorming Idea: Global flows → Social change → Institutional 

adaptation 

✓ Maintain a balanced and nuanced tone 

✓ Highlight adaptation, not cultural loss alone 

✓ Use sociological terms like hybridisation, individualisation 

✓ Cover both positive and negative impacts 

✓ Keep examples generic and pan-Indian 
 

• Don’t do these Common Mistakes 
  

× Don’t equate globalisation only with westernisation 

× Avoid moral judgement or cultural pessimism 

× Don’t write scheme-based answers (GS-II/III overlap) 

× Avoid anecdotal or personal examples 

× Don’t ignore resilience of Indian traditions 

http://www.prelimspractice.com/


                                                                                        Answer Blueprint (Dos & Don’ts) 
                                                                                                             

www.mainspractice.com 4 
 

Notes Oriented Content for Writing Answer 
 

Globalization's socio-cultural impact on India is a double-edged sword: fostering a 
hybrid culture (Bollywood fusion, Yoga's global reach) and empowering youth via 
technology, yet challenging traditions by promoting Westernization, weakening joint 
families, and creating cultural dissonance, while also subtly altering institutions like the 
caste system through economic opportunities and increased inter-caste interaction, 
leading to both integration and new social challenges like mental health issues. 
 
Socio-Cultural Impact on Indian Society 
 

• Cultural Homogenisation & Hybridisation: Global brands and media promote a 
"Global Consumer Culture," often termed McDonaldization, leading to 
standardized tastes. However, this often results in Glocalisation the adaptation of 
global ideas to local contexts, such as "McAloo Tikki" or "Indi-pop" fusion music. 
 

• Language and Communication: English has become the dominant transnational 
language for business and technology, often at the expense of regional dialects 
and indigenous languages. 
 

• Consumerism and Materialism: There is a notable shift from traditional values of 
simplicity and frugality toward a "use and throw" culture, driven by increased 
disposable income and global brand availability. 
 

• Impact on Women: Globalisation has increased female labour force participation 
(up to 37% in 2023) and awareness of rights. However, it has also led to the "double 
burden" of managing both professional and domestic roles. 
 

• Emergence of a New Middle Class: A dynamic group has emerged, characterized 
by high technological savvy, global exposure, and a preference for nuclear family 
structures.  
 

Influence on Traditional Values 
 

• Individualism vs. Collectivism: Exposure to Western ideas has promoted 
individualism, where personal achievements and career growth are prioritized 
over traditional familial obligations. 
 

• Secularization and Rationality: Traditional superstitious beliefs are gradually 
being replaced by scientific rationality and logic among the youth. 
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• Sacredness to Contract: Traditional views of marriage as a religious sacrament 
are shifting toward viewing it as a civil contract, as evidenced by the rise in pre-
nuptial interests and live-in relationships.  

 
Influence on Social Institutions 
 

• Family Structure: The traditional joint family system is rapidly disintegrating in 
favour of nuclear families, particularly in urban areas. In 2011, approximately 74% 
of households were nuclear. 

▪ Emerging Forms: New structures like single-parent households, dual-
career families, and "families of choice" (LGBTQ+) are gaining visibility. 

 

• Marriage: 
▪ Decreased Arranged Marriages: Arranged marriages saw a reported 24% 

drop between 2020 and 2022 as love marriages and web-based matrimonial 
alliances increased. 
 

▪ Rise in Divorce: Modern values and financial independence have 
contributed to an increase in divorce rates, though they remain low globally. 

 

• Caste System: 
▪ Weakening Hierarchies: Globalisation and urbanisation have relaxed 

norms of socializing and inter-caste intermingling. 
 

▪ Persistence of Inequality: Despite some mobility, caste-based violence 
and economic disparities remain, especially in the informal sector. 

 

• Religion: 
▪ Pluralism and Reform: Globalisation facilitates interfaith dialogue and has 

led to the questioning of exploitative practices like Triple Talaq. 
 

▪ Commercialization: Festivals are increasingly seen as secular social 
gatherings rather than purely religious events.  

 
Globalisation presents a complex tapestry, offering opportunities for growth and cultural 
exchange while challenging India's social fabric, requiring a balance between embracing 
modern influences and preserving its unique heritage. 
 

*** 
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