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Elucidate how the Revolt of 1857 served as a culmination of a century of

local rebellions, and examine the subsequent shift in British

administrative policies.

Question Understanding - Finding Information
e Precise Syllabus Mapping: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the

eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
(GS Paper-1)

e Marks and Words Limit:
= The marks-oriented approach to answering (10-mark, 150-word)
questions in the UPSC GS Paper 1 is to use Bullet Points (one idea per
bullet point), Brainstorming, or a combination of both.

= The way to score good marks in questions worth (15 marks. 250 words) is
to use the Heading and Subheading method while writing your answers.

e Directive words
= Elucidate - Explain clearly with connections and examples
= Examine > Analyse changes, causes and consequences

e Focal points of the questions:
= How 1857 was a culmination (not sudden, not isolated)
=  Administrative shifts after 1857
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Answer Writing Structure (Outline)

A. Introduction Paragraph
= Reject the “sudden mutiny” narrative
=  Show historical continuity

B. Body Paragraph

a. 1857 as the Culmination of a Century of Local Rebellions
e Peasant & Tribal Resistance
= Revenue extraction, land alienation, forest laws
= Recurrent uprisings against Company rule
= Established a tradition of armed resistance

o Resistance of Dispossessed Rulers
= Annexations and erosion of sovereignty
= | oss of patronage and legitimacy
= (Created elite leadership for rebellion

e Military Discontent
® Long-standing grievances among sepoys
= Culturalinsensitivity and service conditions
= Earlier mutinies reflected brewing unrest

e I|deological & Cultural Opposition
= Fear of religious interference
= Missionary activities and social reforms
= Defence of traditional order

b. Shift in British Administrative Policies After 1857
e Political Reorganisation
= End of Companyrule
= Centralisation of authority under the Crown
= Formalisation of colonial governance

e Policy of Non-Interference
=  Withdrawal from aggressive social reform
= Respect for religious and cultural customs
= Use of conservative alliances
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e Reorientation of Indian States Policy
=  Abandonment of annexation policies
= Princes transformed into allies and buffers
= Reinforced indirect rule

e Military & Bureaucratic Changes
= Reorganisation of army composition
= |ncreased racial segregation
= Strengthening of civil services and surveillance

e Divide and Rule as Governance Strategy
= Promotion of communal and regional identities
= Prevent future unified uprisings

C.Conclusion:
= Emphasise historical significance
= Show long-term impact

Dos & Don’ts

e Do for Maximum Marks

¥v" Can use Brainstorming Idea: Local revolts > 1857 convergence > Crown rule
> Policy reorientation

Show continuity of resistance, not spontaneity

Use analytical categories (peasant, tribal, military)

Clearly link cause - revolt = policy shift

Maintain chronological and logical flow

DN N NI NI

Use neutral, academic tone

e Don’tdo these Common Mistakes

Don’t reduce 1857 to only a “sepoy mutiny”

Avoid excessive listing of revolts and dates

Don’t write post-1857 policies without linking to fear of rebellion
Avoid nationalist exaggeration or colonial apology

Don’t mix up pre- and post-1857 chronology

X X X X X
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Notes Oriented Content for Writing Answer

The Revolt of 1857 was the culmination of a century of accumulated grievances from
numerous local rebellions, which, while fragmented, exposed the deep-seated
discontent against British colonial policies. The widespread nature of the 1857 uprising
shocked the British, leading to a fundamental shift in administrative policies to ensure
stability and prevent a recurrence.

Culmination of a Century of Local Rebellions (1757-1857)
The uprising in 1857 fused various independent strands of resistance that had been
brewing since the Battle of Plassey:
e Civil Uprisings: Led by deposed rulers and dispossessed landlords whose status
was undermined by British revenue policies. Examples: Sanyasi Revolt (1763
1800), Paika Rebellion (1817), and the Poligar Revolt (1795-1805).

e Tribal Revolts: Triggered by encroachment on tribal lands, forest regulations, and
the influx of "dikus" (outsiders). Examples: Chuar Uprising (1766-1816), Kol
Mutiny (1831), and the massive Santhal Rebellion (1855-56).

e Peasant Movements: Protests against high land revenue, illegal levies, and
moneylender exploitation. Examples: Narkelberia Uprising (1782-1831) and
Faraizi Revolt (1838-57).

e Sepoy Mutinies: Precursors like the Vellore Mutiny (1806) highlighted deep-
seated religious and racial grievances within the army.

These earlier movements, such as the Sanyasi Revolt (1763-1800), Paika Rebellion
(1817), Kol Uprising (1831), and Santhal Rebellion (1855-56), served as "dress
rehearsals". While localized and lacking a unified ideology, they demonstrated
widespread anti-colonial sentiment, a matrix of discontent, that ultimately converged
and exploded in the comprehensive uprising of 1857.

Shift in British Administrative Policies Post-1857
The revolt forced the British to pivot from aggressive expansion to cautious consolidation
through the Government of India Act 1858:
o Transfer of Power: Direct rule passed from the East India Company to the British
Crown. The Governor-General received the additional title of Viceroy, acting as the
Crown's direct representative.
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e End of Annexation: The aggressive Doctrine of Lapse was abolished. Princely
states were now viewed as "breakwaters to the storm" and allowed to adopt heirs,
provided they accepted British suzerainty.

e Military Restructuring: To prevent future mutinies, the ratio of European to Indian
soldiers was increased (e.g., 1:2 in Bengal). Regiments were organized on caste
and regional lines to ensure they remained divided.

e Social Policy Shift: Abandoning social reforms like Sati abolition, the British
adopted a policy of non-interference in religious customs to appease orthodox
elements.

e Divide and Rule: The administration consciously fostered communal divisions,
particularly targeting Muslims initially (blamed for the revolt) and later using
"communal electorates" to weaken national unity.

e Administrative Consolidation: Introduction of the Indian Civil Service (ICS) and a
structured legal system were prioritized to create a "steel frame" of bureaucratic
control.

These shifts ensured British dominance but deepened the social and racial divide, laying
the groundwork for a more organized national movement in the coming decades.

*kk

www.mainspractice.com 5



http://www.prelimspractice.com/

