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Why did the Industrial Revolution first occur in Great Britain? Discuss 
its immediate socio-economic impact on the working class and the 
family structure in 19th-century Europe.  

 

Question Understanding – Finding Information 
 

• Precise Syllabus Mapping: History of the world will include events from 18th 
century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national 
boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like 
communism, capitalism, socialism etc. their forms and effect on the society. 

   (GS Paper – I) 
 

• Marks and Words Limit:  
 

▪ The marks-oriented approach to answering (10-mark, 150-word) 
questions in the question is to use Bullet Points (one idea per bullet point), 
Brainstorming, or a combination of both. 
 

▪ The way to score good marks in questions worth (15 marks. 250 words) is 
to use the Heading and Subheading method while writing your answers. 

 

• Directive words 
 

▪ Why did → Explain causes with reasoning 
▪ Discuss → Present effects with explanation and examples 

 

• Focal points of the questions: 
▪ Reasons for early industrialisation in Great Britain 
▪ Immediate socio-economic impact: 

o On the working class 
o On family structure 

       Do’s & Don’ts:  Maintain cause → consequence → social change flow. 
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Answer Writing Structure (Outline) 
 

A. Introduction Paragraph 
▪ Industrial Revolution in historical context 
▪ Indicate transformative impact 

 
 

B. Body Paragraph  
 

a.  Why the Industrial Revolution First Occurred in Great Britain 
• Agricultural Revolution 

▪ Increased food production 
▪ Released surplus labour for industries 
▪ Provided capital for investment 

 

• Availability of Resources 
▪ Abundant coal and iron ore 
▪ Easy access due to navigable rivers and ports 

 

• Capital Accumulation & Trade 
▪ Profits from overseas trade and colonies 
▪ Strong banking and credit systems 

 

• Technological Innovation 
▪ Culture of experimentation 
▪ Patent laws protecting inventions 

 

• Political and Institutional Stability 
▪ Secure property rights 
▪ Absence of internal tariffs 
▪ Supportive legal framework 

 
b.  Immediate Socio-Economic Impact on the Working Class 

• Urbanisation and Factory Labour 
▪ Migration from rural to urban areas 
▪ Long working hours and low wages 
▪ Poor living and working conditions 

 

• Exploitation and Class Consciousness 
▪ Child and women labour 
▪ Unsafe factories 
▪ Emergence of trade unions and labour movements 
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c. Impact on Family Structure 
• Breakdown of Traditional Family Economy 

▪ Shift from home-based production to factory work 
▪ Family ceased to be unit of production 

 

• Changing Gender and Child Roles 
▪ Women and children entered wage labour 
▪ Altered domestic roles and authority patterns 

 

 

C. Conclusion (Max. 40 words): 
▪ Summarise causes + consequences 
▪ Show long-term significance 

 
 

 

Dos & Don’ts 
 

• Do for Maximum Marks 
 

✓ Can use Brainstorming Idea: Agricultural surplus → Labour shift → Factory 

system → Social change 

✓ Organise causes thematically 

✓ Clearly separate working class and family impacts 

✓ Use analytical terms: urbanisation, proletariat, wage labour 

✓ Maintain European context in impacts 

✓ Keep balance between causes and effects 
 

 

• Don’t do these Common Mistakes 
  

× Don’t write only about inventions 

× Avoid moralising tone 

× Don’t jump to 20th-century welfare state 

× Avoid excessive factual detail 

× Don’t mix long-term and immediate impacts 
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Notes Oriented Content for Writing Answer 
 

The Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain due to its unique blend of abundant 
coal/iron, colonial markets/raw materials, agricultural advancements (enclosure), 
political stability, capital from trade, a spirit of innovation, and a ready labour force, all 
fostered by supportive policies. Its socio-economic impact on 19th-century Europe 
included harsh factory conditions (long hours, low pay, disease), slum growth, worsened 
quality of life for the poor, and a shift from the extended family unit to nuclear families as 
work moved from home to factories, creating new social classes and challenging 
traditional family roles.  
 
Why the Industrial Revolution First Occurred in Great Britain 
Great Britain was uniquely endowed with a combination of geographical, economic, and 
political factors that served as a "perfect breeding ground" for industrialization.  
 

• Geographical Advantages: 
o Natural Resources: Abundant deposits of coal and iron ore in close 

proximity facilitated the growth of steel and iron industries and powered 
steam engines. 
 

o Navigable Waterways: An extensive network of rivers and an indented 
coastline with natural harbours enabled cheap, efficient transportation of 
goods before the railway era. 

 

o Island Location: Protected from continental wars, Britain maintained long-
term political stability and focused on commercial expansion. 

 

• Economic Factors: 
o Agricultural Revolution: Prior innovations (e.g., crop rotation, enclosure 

acts) increased food surplus and freed rural labor for factory work. 
 

o Accumulated Capital: Wealth from the Colonial Empire (especially from 
India) and a mature banking system (Bank of England) provided the 
necessary investment for large-scale factories. 

 

o Global Markets: Britain’s vast colonies served as both a captive market for 
finished products and a source for raw materials like cotton. 

 

• Political & Social Climate: 
 

o Political Stability: Constitutional monarchy and stable property rights after 
the Glorious Revolution (1688) fostered entrepreneurship. 
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o Liberal Policies: The government pursued laissez-faire economic policies, 
protecting private property and encouraging scientific innovation through 
patent laws.  

 

Immediate Socio-Economic Impact on the Working Class 
The transition to a factory system fundamentally altered the lives of labourers, initially 
leading to widespread hardship.  

• Working Conditions: Laborers faced extremely long hours (12–16 hours daily) in 
hazardous, poorly ventilated environments with minimal safety standards. 
 

• Factory Discipline: The "lazy pace" of rural life was replaced by rigid schedules; 
workers were fined or fired for being late or talking. 
 

• Low Wages: High labour availability (due to rural migration) kept wages at 
subsistence levels, often requiring every family member to work to survive. 
 

• Urbanization and Slums: Rapid migration led to overcrowded urban slums with 
poor sanitation, causing frequent outbreaks of diseases like cholera and 
tuberculosis. 
 

• Rise of Labor Movements: Desperate conditions eventually led to the birth of 
trade unions and movements like the Chartists, seeking better wages and political 
rights.  
 

Impact on Family Structure in 19th-Century Europe 
Industrialization shifted the family from a unit of production to a unit of consumption.  
 

• Fragmentation of the Family: In the earlier "cottage industry," families worked 
together at home. Factories separated members, as individuals were hired for 
different tasks in different locations. 
 

• Widespread Child Labour: Children as young as five were employed in coal mines 
and textile mills for hazardous tasks like cleaning machinery, depriving them of 
education. 
 

• Changes in Women's Roles: Women entered the workforce in large numbers but 
were paid significantly less than men. This created a dual burden of factory work 
and traditional domestic duties. 
 

• Emergence of "Separate Spheres": Particularly in the growing middle class, a 
divide emerged between the public sphere (male-dominated work/politics) and 
the private sphere (female-led home life/childcare). 
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• Shift from Extended to Nuclear Families: Urban living and the need for mobility 
favoured smaller, nuclear family structures over traditional extended rural kinship.      
 

*** 
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